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U321477
Text Box
Natural regeneration of Sitka spruce is occurring on some areas of open and fallow ground

U321477
Text Box
The red squirrel stronghold needs to be protected by ensuring a sustainable source of food for reds and the avoidance of large-seeded broadleaves which may attract greys

U321477
Text Box
Some areas of the forest experience high winds which will limit  opportunities for thinning, especially when combined with wet soils 
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Text Box
Diversifying the species composition is important but will be challenging due to the growing conditions (particularly on higher ground)
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Text Box
Black Esk Reservoir
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Text Box
Water quality is a major issue in the drinking water protected area
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Text Box
Remaining stands of first rotation trees are suffering from windblow
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Text Box
Eskdalemuir bypass - a 4km stretch of forest road takingmost of the local timber traffic around the village of Eskdalemuir.  Supported by the Strategic Timber Transport Scheme
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U321477
Text Box
Protection of young broadleaf and soft conifer tree species can be challenging

U321477
Text Box
There is a good road network in the forest, but there may be a need for upgrades and small new sections to facilitate felling and future management
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U321477
Text Box
The woodland in the lower White Esk valley is mature, well thinned and contains some fine veteran specimens.  From the public road, the river can be glimpsed through the trees

U321477
Line

U321477
Text Box
Castle O'er hillfort - and walking trail
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Bessie's Hill settlement - and walking trail
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Text Box
Timber haulage on the minor road along the lower White Esk is severely resticted
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The forest is a backdrop to several neighbouring properties (some examples highlighted)
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Areas of ponds and wetland are developing into valuable wildlife habitats
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Thinning operations have been carried out in many of the more sheltered areas of the forest
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Text Box
The corridor along the B723 offers views into the forest and beyond
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Text Box
A 'Prehistoric Trail' is promoted by the local community and features many of the forest's historic monuments
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Water treatment works
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Stands of larch trees have been removed following infection from Phytophthora ramorum
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Text Box
The majority of timber haulage heads west towards Lockerbie
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Text Box
Long-established woodland reflects the location of old plantations, some of which are still named on OS maps
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Text Box
There are opportunities to diversify the productive conifer species in some of the sheltered lower ground




