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Geological Exposure

Seasonal Wetland

Vehicle

Shrubs

Restock area

Planting

Existing Hardwoods

Grass Amenity area

Open ground

#

Creation of recreational pathways through the
site.  These will lead to a number of view
points to look over the site and further afield.

View point

Main site entrance

#

Car Park

East access point

Shrub/bushes (prickly spp such as dog rose,
blackthorn & hawthorn) along the cliff face.
This will keep Members Of the Public (MOP)
back a safe distance, from the cliff face.

Addition of shrubs along the B7078 roadside,
to fill in any gaps in along the old hedgeline.

Seasonal wetlands
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Public Right Of Way (PROW)
The south western corner has a PROW which cuts through the edge of the block.
This forest area will be felled as part of further felling in the felling application, as
requested by South Lanarkshire council.  This location will have a restocking of
shrub species in keeping with the walking route.

Heritage Designation:  (SAM)
Thornil Castle, Bastle house

Open cast workings

Open cast workings

Open cast working (Brokencross)

The surrounding landscape has a number of open cast
surface mines, most notably Brokencross to the North east,
which has recently been restored by Hargreves.

The current landuse of the surrounding landscape consists
of a matrix of agricultural land and mixed woodland with a
prodominance of commercial conifer plantations. Most
notably the Forest Enterprise Scotland (FES) woodland
creation schemes (Auchlochan & Merchanthall), which are
located on the horizon to the north, at Coalburn and
Lesmahagow.

To the west & east of the site there are some smaller PAWs
woodlands.

PAWS woodland

PAWS woodland

Auchlochan & Merchanthall (FES)
Woodland creation scheme

View points:  The main view points of
the site are from the motor way, heading
south on the M74.

M74

A70

Douglas water:  The
river is set in a lower

valley, north of the
Mainshill site, flowing to

the west through to the
village of Douglas.

Mainshill

Over Head Powerline (OHPL) & Underground
powerline (UG)

Pond settlement outflow:
From the on site
settlement ponds, there
is an outflow which
connects into the
roadside waterpipe

Settlement ponds:
Water management
ponds
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Public Right Of Way

Views

Site Boundary

Douglas Potential Pathway

Broadleaves

Village of Douglas

View points: the main 
view points of the site 
are from the motorway, 
heading south on the 
M74

Planting areas have been designed to 
maximise the productivity of the site, whilst 
taking into the surrounding landscape. A 
combination of mixed coniferous species in 
conjunction with hardwoods will create a 
structural and aesthetically pleasing woodland.
With good site access and a very close transport 
route, M74 motorway connecting to Glasgow 
and Carlisle, the future products from this site 
should be of good economic interest

The design of the new woodland will 
incorporate a series of forest rides as well 
as contour berms, which will provide an 
excellent network of informal recreational 
access. Many of the contour berms could 
potentially be upgraded in the future to 
allow for improved road access to facilitate 
operational access or even mountain bike/
cycle routes

The profile of the void (open water body) created
during the surface mining operations will be
reduced during the reconstruction works to blend
into the surrounding site and appear to be a more
natural feature. The exposed cliff face features
complex geology which has been highlighted 
as of interest to the British Geological Survey (BGS)
and will form part of the wider Geo-park. Views
of this feature, as well as access will be designed
into the plan for future education and research

Potential for a walk way to be 
constructed along the A70 to 
allow members of the public 
access to the Mainshill site and 
to connect further onto the 
Public Right Of Way 

Public Right of Way (PROW): the south 
western corner has a PROW which cuts 
through the edge of the block. This forest 
area will be felled as part of the restoration 
works. This location will have a restocking 
of shrub species, around the PROW to 
create an inviting walking route past the 
site

M74

A70

There is an option 
to connect The FES 
recreational paths
to the main PROW



Site Boundary

Water Area

Hedge row B7078

Hedge row Void

Restock SS+ALP

Wet Woodland

Conifer DF+CAR/WRC

Mixed Conifer/BL OMS+ASP/CAR

Conifer SS+ALP/CAR

Geological Exposure

Grass & Amenity Area

Restock Broadleaves

6a Mixed Broadleaves

6b Mixed Broadleaves

6d Mixed Broadleaves

6c Mixed Broadleaves
(Restock BL & Open)

6a. Productive Broadleaves:
Norway Maple (NOM)

4. Productive Conifer (mixed & BL) 
Serbian Spruce (OMS) with a broad-
leaved mix of Aspen and/or Common 
Alder. The Aspen/Alder will act as a nurse 
for the OMS, as well as to act as gradual 
feathering into the pure coniferous crop 
towards upper hill. Potential to introduce 
Douglas Fir, Western Red Cedar in the 
lower slopes, with Norway Spruce in the 
higher elevations following an initial
establishment of the crop after 4 years

5. Productive Conifer: Douglas
Fir (DF) & Common Alder (CAR)
throughout the area. Potential to
introduce Western Red Cedar 
(WRC) within the lower sheltered 
slopes after 4 years when there
will be additional cover from the
established crop

6c. Mixed Broadleaves: 
Oak (OK) groups (25-36 
tree per group) with a 
matrix of Aspen (ASP) 

7. Wet woodland: planting of
Alder with a scattering of Goat
Willow in the particularly wet
locations

8. Hedge row (B7078): 
Hazel (HAZ), Dog Rose 
& Hawthorn (HAW)

9. Hedge row (Void): 
Blackthorn, Dog Rose 
& Hawthorn

6d. Mixed broadleaves:
Hawthorn (HAW) and
Blackthorn

Forest Enterprise Scotland is an agency of Forestry Commission Scotland and manages the National Forest EstateAerial Image: Copyright Getmapping plc

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO. 
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Mainshill
Planting Design & 
Species Map

Key

Restocking areas:
1. Restock SS = 15.33ha
2. Restock BL = 5.47ha
Total = 20.8ha

New planting areas:
3. SS & ALP/CAR = 49.6ha
4. OMS & ASP/CAR = 6.6ha
5. DF & CAR/WRC = 9.4ha
6. MB = 4.93 (6a = 2.16ha, 
6b = 1.69ha, 6c = 1.03 
(6.49-5.47 restock), 
6d = 0.05ha)
7. Wet woodland = 2.4ha
8. Hedge row (B7078) = 2.1ha
9. Hedge row (Void) = 0.8ha
Total = 75.83ha new planting
in woodland creation

Woodland creation = 75.83ha
Restock = 20.8ha

Sum total of planting = 96.63ha

The existing forest which surrounded 
the open cast has been felled through 
a previous felling licence. This area 
equates to roughly 24ha. As part of this 
Land Management Plan, this felled area 
will be restocked. This will form part of 
the woodland creation project following 
a completion of the ground restoration 
works.

1. Restock: productive Conifer 
planting - Sitka Spruce (SS) &  
a nurse mix of Lodgepole Pine 
(ALP) or Common Alder (CAR)

2. Restock: broadleaves 
planting (Oak, Aspen & 
Hazel)

3. Productive Conifer planting -
Sitka Spruce (SS) & a nurse mix
of Lodgepole Pine (ALP) or 
Common Alder (CAR)

6b. Productive Broadleaves:
Red Oak (ROK) groups (25-
36 trees per group) with a 
matrix of Aspen (ASP)


