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The woodland and park are on 
Historic Scotland's Inventory of 
Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes and as such have 
been planted with several 
ornamental and exotic species 
of trees and shrubs

There is a resident roe 
deer population

The woodland has high visitor 
numbers and is used by various 
user groups for several purposes 
such as horseriding, mountain 
biking and dog walking.

The age structure of the woodland 
is predominantly of old forest and 
mature high forest trees with a 
limited proportion of understory.

Neighbouring woodland edge along 
Kemper Avenue managed by Falkirk 
Council Housing Dept

Neighbouring woodland edge of mixed 
conifer (SP, LC etc) has exceeded the 
age suitable for thinning and is in 
danger of windthrow if thinned or if left 
unmanaged.

Neighbouring woodland edge 
supporting a dense understory 
of Rhododendron ponticum

Lodge off Glen Brae (B8028) next 
to gated entrance, land not owned 
by FE.

Discreet signage advertising access 
to the wood easily missed by passers 
by along Kemper Avenue

Discreet signage advertising access 
to the wood within Callendar Park 
easily missed by park visitors.

Woodland between FE 
Callander Wood and 
Callendar Park managed 
by Falkirk Community Trust

Abrupt transition between 
Callendar Park and Callendar 
Wood

Mausoleum confines have a high 
proportion of very big mature 
conifers and broadleaves which if 
they were to fall could potentially 
cause future damage to the 
Mausoleum and/or the surrounding 
stone wall.

Mausoleum grounds are a hub 
for antisocial use (graffiti, 
substance abuse, fire raising etc)

Views of the Mausoleum from 
Callendar House which were 
likely to have been part of the 
original designed landscape 
have been obscured by 
woodland cover

Unmanaged remnant Yew 
avenue along Mausoleum 
Rd

Rail underpass accessed from 
Old Redding Rd under rail 
line unsigned on public road.

The majority of the woodland is 
designated as PAWS or Ancient 
Semi Natural Woodland

There are many veteran 
broadleaved trees 
particularly oaks

There are several historic 
former mine entries which 
have since been covered 
over and have marker 
stones identifying them.

Henry's Hill open ground mainly 
grassland with mown path lines 
with small areas of wildflower 
meadow

Good views north and north east 
to Ochils and Firth of Forth from 
Henry's Hill

Small broadleaf copse 
on Henry's Hill 

Stark abrupt boundary between 
open ground of Henry's Hill and 
Callendar Wood

Mown desire line across Henry's 
Hill leading directly into wood 
used by Hallglen residents as a 
short cut to Falkirk

Mown desire lines on Henry's 
Hill used by local dog walkers

Pockets of spruce and larch 
windthrow north of High Road 

Limited views across to 
Ochils from High Road

Discreet signage advertising 
access to the wood easily 
missed by passers by along 
Hallglen Rd

FE Right of Access via Entrance 
road off New Hallglen Road 
passes horse grazing land and 
Scottish Water Reservoir. 
Segments of the road currently 
unsuitable width for forestry 
access (Timber haulage/
Harvester/Forwarder). Road 
would need improvement to fix 
potholes and FC gate would 
need to be moved and widened.

Woodland is serviced by 
a significant drainage system 
which functions at varying 
degrees throughout the wood.

Potential hazardous access 
through old stone estate 
boundary wall to railway line

Sycamore is spreading throughout 
the wood inhibiting other desired 
species from regenerating or 
establishing.

There is an extensive path 
network suitable for walkers 
and cyclists

There are several heritage 
features throughout the 
wood such as the site of a 
former fort as well as 
the kennels building and the 
stone boundary wall which 
were formerly part of Callendar 
Estate 

The stone boundary wall is 
in disrepair at various points

In some areas where gaps 
have occurred on the forest 
floor vigorous growth of 
bracken, ferns, brambles 
and other ground vegetation 
can be seen.

 

 

 
Good views
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

Scale: 5,000 @ A2

Potential to promote the 
woodland to a wider 
demographic e.g. those 
with sensory impairments

Opportunity to restructure 
the growth phases and 
species  compostition of 
the woodland
Potential vandalism to 
planting tubes and difficulty 
of establishing viable natural 
regeneration due to 
competition from unwanted 
sycamore regen, ground 
vegetation and browsing 
pressures

Chance to involve local 
communities and user 
groups to help mould 
the future management 
of the wood.

Opportunity to reach a 
wider audience to 
promote use of the 
wood to more users

Opportunity to develop existing 
informal cycle tracks within 
the wood to create a more 
formal track for local off-road 
bicycle users.
Potential objection from other 
users of the woods; Increased 
responsibility to maintain tracks 
and manage health and safety 
for users.

Opportunity to control 
undesirable regeneration of 
species such as sycamore 
and spruce.

Chance to synchronise/assimilate 
the management of the adjacent 
woodlands managed by Falkirk 
Council Housing Dept and 
Falkirk Community Trust with the 
management of Callendar Wood.
Potential objection from Falkirk 
Council Housing Dept and 
Falkirk Community Trust 

Potential to improve the 
confines and surrounds of 
the Forbes Family Mausoleum
Potential objection from 
Callendar Estate; operational 
difficulties of felling and 
removing such large trees 
within the confines of the 
mausoleum with no access 
for vehicles.

Opportunity to make 
improvements to the 
boundary wall.
Potential of no interest 
from volunteer groups or 
irregular availability and 
level of volunteer resource

Opportunity to utilise 
the Kennels and its 
surrounds..
Potential objection to 
change in landuse and 
character of this area.

Chance to improve the 
abrupt transition between 
Callendar Park and Wood.
Woodland trees along 
park/wood border not 
managed by FE but by 
Falkirk Community Trust

Opportunity to improve 
internal views within 
woods.

Opportunity to soften 
woodland edge of 
Henry's Hill.
Potential instability to 
wider forest by thinning 
of windfirm edge; 
potential objection to 
alteration of Henry's 
Hill existing character

Chance to improve views 
north along the High 
Road.
Potential objection to 
change in character of 
the wood in this area.

Opportunity to provide 
improved long-term 
strategic timber 
presentation (stacking) 
options reducing timber 
haulage distances and 
impacts
Disruption to visitors 
while improvement 
works are carried out.
Visual impact within 
the wood

Legend
Footpath
Vehicle track
Management Area
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An important visitor destination, Callendar Wood is part of the wider 
designed landscape of Callendar House and Callendar Park. Large 
specimen ornamental trees, both native and exotic, spread across the 
woodland are an integral part of the designed landscape and ‘policy 
wood’ character of the site and retaining this character is paramount for 
preserving what visitors value and enjoy about the wood. We will protect 
existing trees, zones or features such as the observatory, kennels 
mausoleum & carriageways embodying the designed landscape 
character as well as identify potential successor trees/zones for the 
future to be retained and managed accordingly.

Liaise with local groups to promote interest in community involvement 
developing areas such as the former Kennels as a hub for a 
surrounding community growing project for example, and for wider 
volunteering and skills opportunities throughout Callendar Wood..

Thin and high prune the woodland edge as well as plant individual 
and small groups of trees to the West and North West of the hill at a 
very small scale to create a more natural feel the open hill.

Open up conifer areas below the High Road through thinnings and 
small clearfells. Consider opportunities for viewpoints (e.g. The 
Observatory) with appropriate seating along High Road to allow 
visitors to enjoy the revealed views. Restock western area with 
broadleaves to connect with those above and below.

Consider the addition of a landscape feature on Henry’s Hill to 
provide extra interest in this area of the wood and link to the area’s 
historical past as a viewpoint over the Forth Estuary and beyond to 
the Ochil Hills. 

Make use of woodland features such as feature trees, hidden glens, 
Yew groves, desire lines etc. to install informal natural play areas and 
art features within the wood to encourage children and adults to 
engage with the woodland with the additional desired benefit of a 
potential reduction of antisocial behaviour.

Liaise with stonemason organisations to discuss the possibility of 
using apprentices to carry out conservation work to the wall on a 
voluntary basis.

Implement Low Impact Silvicultural Systems approach to manage the 
woodland; Open up the conifers by way of thinnings and encourage 
the natural regeneration of appropriate conifer species. Throughout 
the broadleaf areas by way of targeted thinnings reduce the spread 
of sycamore which is hindering the chance of more desirable species, 
such as oak, from establishing. Complement natural regeneration 
with supplementary enrichment planting of native species such as 
oak, birch and aspen within the broadleaves where appropriate.

Continue to manage and maintain the various heritage features 
within the wood including an Iron-Age Hillfort, the former estate 
Kennels & Boundary Wall, the ancient woodland heritage features 
such as banks and ditches. Also continue to manage and maintain 
the significant proportion of veteran trees, which greatly enhance the 
biodiversity of the wood, through low impact silviculture.

In addition to stacking and haulage options by Kemper Ave. widen 
and improve where necessary Woodend farm track leading to a new 
timber stacking and turning area just inside the wood reducing 
extraction distances within the wood as will as minimising timber 
haulage impacts.

Maintain programme of monitoring and treating for invasives such as 
Rhododendron ponticum, Himalayan balsam and Portuguese laurel 
within the wood. Open up views through the wood by means of 
pruning dense groves of Yew etc. along dark paths.

Carefully consider appropriate size of forestry machines, crossing 
points, environmental or heritage constraints, path diversions etc. 
prior to forestry operations.

Liaise with Falkirk Community Trust and Falkirk Council to improve the 
overall visitor experience to Callendar Wood and Park.  In particular 
seek to improve welcome zones and accessibility (including all ability) 
of the Wood and Park. 

Liaise with local community and user groups as part of the design plan 
process and throughout the life of the plan and beyond to discern their 
aspirations for the wood.

Liaise with Callendar Estate to agree a plan of action to help preserve 
the Forbes family mausoleum as well as to help promote it to visitors of 
the woodland and park. E.g. remove trees within the mausoleum and 
reinstate views to and from Callendar House and park as well as 
opening up views from woodland paths by way of thinnings with the 
added desired benefit of discouraging antisocial use of the area.

Liaise with our neighbours to discuss the future management options 
for the Non-FE woodland areas adjoining Callendar wood with a view 
to agreeing a cohesive future management for the wood as a whole 
with regards maintenance, design and control of invasives.

Using a variety of techniques such as thinning, pruning and feathering 
edges; develop a more gradual transition between the park and the 
wood with the aim of encouraging more visitors to the park.

Callendar Wood has areas of conifer Plantation on formerly Ancient 
Woodland Sites or PAWS. The PAWS areas will be managed so has to 
enhance their condition whilst retaining the broader policy character. 
Very gradually, perhaps over tens of decades, we will generally move 
toward an enhanced native broadleaf mosaic. To achieve this we aim 
to retain the limited number of large specimen ornamentals (controlling 
exotic regeneration where appropriate); encourage native 
regeneration, target thin spreading non-natives e.g. sycamore to favour 
native species, thin the conifers accepting regeneration of all but the 
spruce. Future conifer rotations may move toward a group shelterwood 
system which overtime can be variously enriched with native 
broadleaves.

Set up a programme of monitoring sycamore/spruce regeneration and 
use local volunteers to remove spruce and sycamore regeneration as a 
part of an action plan.
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