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Map 4.2 Opportunities & Constraints Map

September 2017
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Allt Easach Hydro Scheme
The Green Highland Renewables development will provide
opportunities for shared marine access and access to
the forest road.  Their access requirements to the intakes
will provide upgrading to the ranger track and additional
access in the glen, useful for stalking and FM operations.
The scheme will contribute to the district's renewables
portfolio and associated income stream.  Track construction
will also improve access to the Barrs bothy and allow the
turbine house to be accessed via the track.  The location
for the slipway will also have less impact on Barrs Lodge
and other alternative sites on the Ardchattan Estate.
The development will have a slight negative impact on the
Wild Land character of the general area, including slipway
construction on a beach noted for wild camping.

Felling Strategy
Felling all productive conifers now is the best solution for a
number of reasons; economically for offsetting the costs of
haulage and remote working, removing conifer seed sources
that might othewise adversely affect existing and future native
woodland proposals, landscape issues arising from leaving
poorer areas standing, deer control where deer are
known to hide in the plantation and emerge to browse within
native woodland areas to the detriment of woodland
regeneration, to allow quicker development of a  native
woodland landscape, will improve the environs of the core
path, and will help facilitate the subsequent hydro-scheme
construction.
Conversely, felling all conifers now could be seen as a
significant change in the landscape, one that does not
deliver the benefits of restructuring, and will initially expose
more of the hydro-scheme development to view.

Restocking Strategy
Opting for native woodland will have considerable
environmental benefits, including native woodland
habitat linkages, landscape enhancement, and
avoidance of exotic conifer seeding in the future.
Inclusion of Scots pine will help marry Cadderlie
Forest with the adjoining private woodland scheme.
It will also allow the potential for some future timber
revenue if the economics are favourable.  It will also
reflect the mixed wodland character within the SSSI.
Opting for a more diffuse upper edge will have
landscape benefits.
Conversely, the species choice will be more costly to
establish, and  is less likely to deliver a positive future
financial return.  Some loss of potentialy productive
ground will arise from adopting a diffuse upper edge.

Access
Current road access is long, not up to standard for timber
haulage and emerges onto a consultation route public road,
largely unsuitable for timber traffic.
Access from Glencoe is constrained by the SSSI and timber
can only be shipped out of the glen.

Deer fencing
Existing deer numbers are high, but will reduce after felling.
Reduction will aid protection of regeneration and planted
trees, but only within the deer fence.  Abundant regeneration
up to the deer fence may have landscape implications, possibly
requiring changes to the fence alignment.


